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A 3 DAY EVENT ORGANIZED IN MOROCCO  
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE ORGANIZERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Association of Moroccan Professionals in America (A MPA): 
 

The Association of Moroccan Professionals in America (AMPA) is a non-profit organization 
established to promote networking between experienced, successful, and active Moroccan 
professionals in the United States of America.  

Our goal is to provide our members with a comprehensive platform where they can easily share 
their knowledge and contacts to advance social and professional development.  

Membership Criteria:   Membership Statistics: 
 
Academic level    151 members in 20+ states 
Professional experience   71% have at least a Master’s Degree 
By referral only    68% have 5+ years of experience 
 

American Chamber of Commerce in Morocco (AmCham) 
 

The American Chamber of Commerce in Morocco (AmCham) is a private, non-governmental 
business organization whose mission is to cooperate with all levels of U.S. and Moroccan 
government and business in maintaining a partnership for sustained economic growth and mutual 
prosperity.  AmCham was established in 1966 and has approximately 250 members (of which 60% 
are Moroccan firms and 33% are U.S. firms). Member companies represent a broad spectrum of 
business and financial affairs, and support AmCham activities through annual dues; the operational 
budget of the Chamber receives no governmental financial support. 
 
 AmCham Morocco web site: www.amcham-morocco.com 
Moroccan-American FTA web site: www.moroccousafta.com 
Council of MENA Region AmChams web site: www.amchammena.org  

AIESEC Morocco 
 

AIESEC, the world's largest student organization, is the international platform for young people to 
discover and develop their potential so as to have a positive impact on society. 
 
In addition to providing over 5,000 leadership positions and delivering over 350 conferences to our 
membership of over 22,000 students , AIESEC also runs an exchange program that enables over 
4,000 students and recent graduates the opportunity to live and work in another country . 



MOROCCAN AMERICAN BRIDGES 2007 



EVENT PROGRAM 
 
 

Monday, May 14th, 2007   
TIME  MEETING LOCATION 
10:00  11:00 Opening Session and Keynote Address CDG Rabat 
11:00 12:30  Business Plan Reviews   
12:30  13:30  Lunch CDG Rabat 
13:30  15:30  Business Plan Reviews   
15:30  16:30  Entrepreneur Coaching / Q&A CDG Rabat 
16:30  17:00  Break   
17:00  18:00  Award Ceremony & Closing notes CDG Rabat 
      

Tuesday, May 15th, 2007    
TIME  MEETING LOCATION 

8:30 9:30 Registration Casablanca  
9:30 10:30  Opening Session & Keynote Address   

10:30 11:00 Coffee Break Technopark 
11:00 12:00 Session 1: One year into the FTA: Lessons & opportu nities   
12:00 13:00 Open discussion & Networking Technopark 
13:00 14:30  Lunch   
14:30  15:30  Session 2: IT & Offshoring in Morocco  Technopark 
15:30  16:00  Coffee Break   
16:00  17:00  Open discussion & Networking Technopark 
19:00  21:00  AA HR Seminar for AMPA members   
      

Wednesday, May 16th, 2007    
TIME  MEETING LOCATION 

9:00 10:00 Registration Casablanca  
10:00 10:30 Welcome Message   
10:30 11:30 Session 1: Morocco Real Estate Opportunities Technopark 
11:30 12:30 Open discussion & Networking   
12:30 14:30 Lunch Technopark 
14:30 15:30 Session 2: Franchising and entrepreneurship   
15:30 16:30  Open discussion & Networking Technopark 
16:30  18:00  Closing Cocktail   
19:00  21:00  Cocktail with Akhawayn University Alumni Associatio n Technopark 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����
�����	
����

��
 �



 



MONDAY MAY 14, 2007 
THE YOUNG MOROCCAN ENTREPRENEUR CONTEST  

BY AMPA & AIESEC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome Notes:  Mr. Yassine Kabbaj , Fr President, AIESEC, Morocco 
 Mr. Khalil Jai Hokimi , President, Association of Moroccan Professionals in 

America 
 

Keynote Address:  Mrs. Nezha Chekrouni, Minister Delegate in charge of Moroccans Living 
Abroad 

  Mr. Ihssane Mounir, Director, Boeing, USA 
 
Jury members:  Mr. Khalil Jai Hokimi , President, AMPA 
 Mr. Hamza El Hajoui , Caisse de Depot et de Gestion 
 Mr. Alvaro Garcia Sotto , Director Global MBA, Instituto De Empresa 
 Mr. Hicham Smad, Director, Reseau Maroc Entreprendre 
 Mr. Rachid Amrani, Director, Original Invest 
 Mr. Mohamed Adahchour, Director, Hybryda – YMEC 2006 WINNER 
 Mr. Omar Tazi, Sr. Director, Oracle 

 
Prizes: $6,000 in cash for 3 winners.  
 Loan support and consulting  contract from Maroc Entreprendre 
 
Official Sponsor: 

 
 
 

10:00  - 11:00 Opening Session & Keynote Addresses 

11:00 - 12:30  Business Plan Reviews 

12:30  - 13:30  Lunch 

13:30  - 15:30  Business Plan Reviews: 

15:30  - 16:30  Entrepreneurship Coaching / Q&A 

16:30  - 17:30 Break 

17:00  - 18:00  Award Ceremony & Closing notes  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



TUESDAY MAY 15, 2007 
FTA, IT & OFFSHORING OPPORTUNITIES 

BY AMPA & AMCHAM 
 
08:30 – 09:30 Registration 
 
09:30 – 10:30 Opening Session & Welcome Message 
 Mr. Khalil Jai Hokimi , President, AMPA, USA 
 Mr. Larry DeWitt, President, AmCham Morocco 
 
 Keynote Addresses  
 Mr. Salaheddine Mezouar , Minister of Industry, Trade & Economy Upgrading 
 Mr. Douglas Greene , Consul General of the U.S. to the Kingdom of Morocco 
  
10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break 
 
11:00 – 12:00 Session 1:  FTA Successes and Opportunities Roundtable 
Sponsor Moroccan American Trade & Investment Counci l (MATIC)  
Moderator  Mrs. Rabia El Alama, Program Manager, AmCham Morocco 
Speakers   Bilateral trade and investment in the first year of FTA implementation 
  Mr. Carl Dawson, Executive Director, AmCham Morocco 

 Mr. Rick Ortiz, Commercial Counselor, U.S. Commercial Service, Casablanca 
 Moroccan agribusiness trade with the U.S. 
 Mr. Mario Kerby, USAID Agribusiness program (Chemonics)  
 Moroccan industrial products trade with the U.S. 
 Mr. Michael Blakely, USAID New Business Opportunities program (Nathan Assoc.) 

 
12:00 – 13:00 Open discussion & Networking sponsored by CMS Generation Co.  
13:00 – 14:30 Lunch & Networking 
  
14:30 – 15:30 Session 2: Technology and Offshoring Opportunities  
Moderator Mr. Jamal Benhamou, Director, APEBI 
Speakers Mr. Karim Zaz, President, Maroc Connect 
  Mr. Driss Temsamani, Head of Strategic Planning & Marketing, Citigroup, USA 
  Mr. Lakhlifi , CEO, Unliog Logica CMG Morocco 
  Mr. Ali Mouline, President, CoAssure, USA   
  Mr. Samir Lamrissi, Director, HPS, Morocco 
  Mr. Nasser Kettani, General Manager, North Africa, Microsoft Corporation 
   
15:30 – 16:00 Coffee break 
 
16:00 – 17:00 Open discussion & Networking 

 



 



WEDNESDAY MAY 15, 2007 
REAL ESTATE, ENTREPRENEURSHIP & FRANCHISING OPPORTU NITIES 

BY AMPA & AMCHAM 
 
 
09:00 – 10:00 Registration & Breakfast 
 
10:00 – 10:30 Opening Session & Welcome Message 
 Mr. Hicham Kabbaj , Events Vice President, AMPA, USA 
 Mr. Carl Dawson, Executive Director, AmCham Morocco 
 
10:30 – 11:30 Session 1: Morocco Real Estate Opportunities 
Sponsor G3P & Groupe Menara  
Moderator  Mr. Mohamed Koutbi, Advisor, Moroccan Real Estate Federation 

(FNPI) 
Speakers   Mr. Abdelhai Bousfiha, Architect General of Morocco, Former 

Secretary General of the Conseil National de l’Habitat et de 
l’Urbanisme 

  Mr. Kacem El Bouanani, General Director, Actif Invest, BMCE Group 
  Mr. Mohamed Samir Benmakhlouf, President, Century 21 Morocco 
  Mr. Abderrazak Wali-Allah, Deputy General Director, Addoha Group 
 
11:30 – 12:30 Open discussion & Networking 
 
12:30 – 14:30 Lunch & Networking sponsored by CMS Generation Co.  
  
14:30 – 15:30 Session 2: Entrepreneurship & Franchising Opportun ities 
Sponsor CMS Generation Co. 
Moderator Mr. Aly Horma, Vice President, AMPA, 
Speakers Moroccan Franchising Trends and Prospects for American Brands 
  Ms. Khadija Mekouar, Manager, Moroccan Franchising Observatory 
 Franchising Best Practices  
  Mr. Perry Maisonneuve , Northern Lights Franchise Consultants Corp. 
  How to make your own franchise? 
  Mr. Abdelouahhab Bennis, President, Natural Hair Growth Institute, USA 
 
15:30 – 16:30 Open discussion & Networking 
 
16:30 – 18:00 Closing Cocktail 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 



EVENING NETWORKING SESSIONS 
BY AMPA, AA & YPO 

 
 
TUESDAY MAY 15, 2007   
HR Seminar for AMPA & AA members 
 
Location Technopark 
Time: 19:00 – 21:00 
 
 This session is for all Moroccan 

Professionals who want a better 
understanding of the Human 
Resources landscape. Human 
Resource directors for Dell, 
Microsoft and Ericson will deliver 
short presentations and take 
questions from attendees. 

 
 Refreshments and hors 

d’oeuvres will be served. 
 
WEDNESDAY MAY 15, 2007  
Cocktail with AU Alumni Association  
 
Location Technopark 
Time: 19:00 – 21:00 
 
 This session is for AMPA and AA 

members to discuss partnership 
opportunities and network. 

 
 Refreshments and hors 

d’oeuvres will be served. 
 
THURSDAY MAY 16, 2007   
Exclusively for AMPA & YPO members  
 
 The Morocco Chapter of the 

Young Presidents Organization 
(YPO) will be offering a dinner 
reception to host AMPA 
members.  

 
 The dinner will be in a 

Casablanca villa on Thursday 
May 17th, and represents an 
excellent networking opportunity. 
For more information on YPO, 
please visit www.ypo.org  
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